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ñOne can never consent to creep when one feels the impulse to soar.ò   

                                                                                                          (Helen Keller)



  

About Lakecrest-St. Johnôs Independent School 

 

Lakecrest is a Kindergarten to Grade 

Nine co-educational day school founded 

in 1993. Lakecrest is a member of the 

Canadian Association of Independent 

Schools and has been accredited by the 

Canadian Educational Standards 

Institute. The student population is 

approximately 145 students with an 

average class size of 14. Approximately 

one quarter of our families have come to 

St. Johnôs from different locations in the international oil industry including the 

United States, England, Scotland and Norway, among others. A significant 

proportion of our students are from families in the medical profession hailing from 

parts of the globe such as India, Britain and Egypt. The majority of our families 

have lived in St. Johnôs for generations. From this rich diversity has arisen a 

vibrant school culture with a focus on learning and an international enthusiasm.  

 

Board of Governors 

Lakecrest is a not-for-profit corporation governed by a Board of Directors. The 

Board is elected by parents from among parents and community representatives. 

The role of the Board of Directors is to create policies which ensure the highest 

possible quality of education for the children.  

 

 

The Lakecrest Faculty 
The faculty of Lakecrest consists of 12 

teachers. All members of the faculty hold 

Teaching Certificates granted by the 

Government of Newfoundland and 

Labrador.  The majority of our teachers 

originate from Newfoundland and Labrador 

and a number of them have international 

teaching experience. Their teaching 

backgrounds represent a rich diversity.  At 

the same time, there is a consistency in 

their high expectations and thorough professionalism in the classroom. We are 

proud to assure parents that, no matter what class their child is in, he or she will 

have a strong teacher. 

 



  

Class Size 

Educational research confirms that small 

classes greatly increase the likelihood of 

academic success. The greater 

opportunity for individual attention from 

teachers creates an environment where 

studentsô strengths can be recognized 

and nurtured. Where a student may need 

support in learning, the chances of this 

need being identified are far greater 

when the number of students in class is 

less.  The opportunity to build community among students and teachers is 

enhanced, we are certain, when small class sizes are maintained. The upper limit 

per class is twenty except in special circumstances in which case parents in the 

affected grades are consulted. The exception is Kindergarten where the limit is 

sixteen students.  

 

 

Curriculum  

Lakecrest offers an engaging and strenuous 

academic program. By law, we are required to 

meet the standards set by the provincial 

Department of Education. We strive to exceed 

those criteria by enriching the curriculum to bring 

out the best in our very able student learners. 

From our full-day Kindergarten Program 

(including French and Computer Technology) 

through our Grade Nine Program we work to 

challenge every student to the full extent of his or 

her capability.  

 

In standardized tests which correlate well with 

similar measures in the United States and the 

United Kingdom, our students have excelled as a 

group. Over the year and across the grade levels 

and subject areas, Lakecrest students have 

consistently scored from twenty-five to thirty-five percent above the national 

average.  

 



  

Discipline 

Respectful and appropriate behaviour is 

expected in all circumstances at Lakecrest. 

As soon as we become aware of any 

incidence of inappropriate, especially 

hurtful behaviour, it is dealt with to a 

resolution. Regardless of the age of the 

student, he or she is expected to accept 

personal responsibility for his or her 

behaviour. We believe that every child has 

a right to be safe and to feel safe in the 

school. As faculty members, we accept our responsibility to maintain an orderly 

environment and to address behaviour that is not consistent with our school 

community values. We do this in a manner that makes our expectations clear while 

preserving the innate dignity of every student, regardless of what he or she may 

have done.  

 

Ultimately, discipline is the ability to do what needs to be done even when one 

does not feel like doing it. The strongest measure of discipline at Lakecrest is the 

smoothness and focus with which our students, primary, elementary and junior 

high, make the transitions from recess play to class work and from one activity to 

another within the class. This kind of discipline is a credit to the teachers who 

instruct them and to the families who bring them to us.  

 

 

Parent Involvement 

Parents are welcomed and encouraged to 

become involved in the life of Lakecrest as 

much as their individual circumstances 

allow. There is ample scope for sharing 

time and talents to make the school a 

better place of learning for the children. 

We have an active Home and School 

Association. Our Parent Volunteer 

Program features services such as driving 

on field trips, lunchroom serving, guest 

presentations to classes, and work on a variety of committees, including our Board 

of Directors.  We have an amazing 70% of our families represented in the school 

in some volunteer capacity or other on any given week. Strong parent involvement 

is essential to maintaining our excellent academic and extracurricular programs. 

Parents find Lakecrest as warm and welcoming as their children do.  



  

 
Our Guiding Principles  

 
 A safe, orderly environment is essential to learning.  

 

 Every person in our school community is entitled to respect 

in every circumstance.  

 

 Each student must  be challenged to do his or her best in all 

activities.  

 

 High expectations will result in enhanced learning.  

 

 Every student is entitled to an equitable share of the 

teacherõs time and attention. 

 

 Improvement in teaching and learning is always possible.  

 

 Pr ofessional Development is essential for teachers to 

sustain programmatic excellence.  

 

 The purpose of evaluation is the improvement of teaching 

and learning and success is measured in a variety of ways.  

 

 Parents must be welcomed and challenged to contribute  to 

the life of the school as fully as their circumstances permit.  

 

 All major decisions must support student learning  

 



  

School Uniform 

The school uniform is part of everyday life at Lakecrest and is a condition of 

attending the school. There is a full dress uniform for formal occasions and a less 

formal ñeverydayò uniform that allows some options. Information about purchase 

of uniform pieces can be obtained at the School Office. 

 

 

On days when the class has physical 

education, students wear their school  

gym uniforms to school. 

 

Our ñeverydayò uniform consists of a 

polo shirt or turtleneck with school crest, 

school cardigan, dress pants or skirt and 

dress shoes. (top right) 

 

Our ñFull Dress Uniformò consists of a 

cardigan, dress pants or skirt, dress shoes 

and the white button down shirt with 

school tie. This is worn on special 

occasions.  

 

On the first and third Fridays of each 

month, we have ñDress Down Dayò 

when uniforms are not required and 

students may wear whatever they like, 

with parental agreement, of courseJ  

 

 


